Reflections on fostering Catholic identity.
Because our society vigorously pursues technology and technological goals, it is paramount that Catholic health care institutions research and demonstrate clearly the spiritual meaning of sickness and suffering. It is only by systematically implementing these insights at every level of our hospitals and long-term care facilities that true Catholic identity will be maintained and advanced, and Christ's gospel kept at the heart of health care. To do this, of course, care providers must first examine Jesus' own healing ministry as their model. This will lead them to tough questions regarding their roles in the contemporary environment. For example, how can the ministry and business aspects of Catholic institutions be harmonized? How can a shared vision and common goals be developed among Catholic providers? Such a line of questioning can be almost overpowering--but it can place us on the patho to a clearer identity.